
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development



Learning Objectives

● The 2030 Agenda.

● The Five Critical Components.

● What is Sustainable Development?

● Sustainable Development Aim.

● The Pillars of Sustainability.

● The Sustainable Development Goals.

● Saudi Arabia and SDGs.

● World’s Progress on SDGs.

● PNU and SDGs



Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development 

On 25 September 2015 at the Sustainable

Development Summit, United Nations

Secretary‐General Ban Ki- moon said: “The

new agenda is a promise by leaders to

all people everywhere. It is a universal,

integrated and transformative vision for

a better world.”



The nature of The 2030 Agenda:

"A foundation for any effort in raising the public awareness of The 2030 

Agenda is its universal and integrated nature - connecting the global and 

local, leaving no one behind, promoting human rights and gender 

equality, and addressing economic, social and environmental 

sustainability." (United Nations Development Group,2016, P.20).



The nature of The 2030 Agenda:

» Goals and targets 

relevant to all 

governments and 

actors

» (What can each 

country contribute?)

» Policy integration = 

balancing three 

sustainable 

development (SD) di

mensions

» Reach beyond 

averages to most 

vulnerable and 

excluded groups

» Promotion and use of 

disaggregated data is key.

» Data disaggregated by 

income, gender, age, and 

other characteristics relevant 

in national contexts.

Leave no one behind

Integration

Universality



The 2030 Agenda



The 2030 Agenda: 

Five Critical 

Components



What is Sustainable 

Development? 

Definition proposed by the Brundtland Commission

Report (Schaefer & Crane, 2005).

The development that meets the needs of the

current generation without compromising the

ability of future generations to meets their own

needs.



Sustainable Development 

is about: 

A life in dignity and

prosperity on a

healthy planet.



Sustainable Development Aim

Sustainable Development aims at achieving

social progress, environmental equilibrium and

economic growth.



Dimensions of Sustainable

Development

The 3 traditional 

elements of SD from 

the time of 

the Brundtland 

Commission Report



Pillars of Sustainability
● Economic sustainability: implies a system of

production that satisfies present consumption levels

without compromising future needs.

● Social sustainability: encompasses notions of equity,

empowerment, accessibility, participation, cultural

identity and institutional stability.

● Environmental sustainability: is about the natural

environment and how it remains productive and resilient

to support human life.



Dimensions of 

Sustainable 

Development 

and The 2030 

Agenda



Sustainable Development Goals:



Sustainable Development

and The 2030 Agenda



“We are part of this world and we live the

problems and challenges it is facing. We all

share this responsibility and we will

contribute, God willing, actively to the

development of solutions to many of the

world’s pressing issues, including the

issues of the environment and sustainable

development. We will continue in this

regard to work with international

organizations, institutions and partners.”

Saudi Arabia and SDGs

Custodian of the Two Holy 

Mosques

King Salman bin Abdulaziz



Saudi Arabia and SDGs

On 25 September 2015, the United Nations approved the

2030 Agenda and the SDGs, and it was officially adapted

by 193 countries including the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.



Saudi Arabia and SDGs

There is complete integration between the SDGs and Saudi

Vision 2030; Because the Kingdom has absorbed these 17

goals in its national plan.



Recap: Explainer Video



Recap: Explainer Video 

in Arabic
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World’s Progress on SDGs



PNU and SDGs



PNU and SDGs



RECAP: The 2030 Agenda

 Commits the global community to achieving sustainable

development in its three dimensions: economic, social and

environmental.

 17 SDGs demonstrate the scale, universality and

ambition of this new agenda.

 Synthesizes the breadth and complexity of development

issues into five key themes for action: people, planet,

prosperity, peace, and partnerships.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8oJV_mBY9g

To contribute to Sustainable Development

“Start Making Changes”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8oJV_mBY9g


Resources

Rubik’s cube video with Arabic subtitles

UNSSC Explainer Video: Understanding the Dimensions of Sustainable

Development ENGLISH

UNSSC Explainer Video: Understanding the Dimensions of Sustainable

Development ARABIC

Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development: Our

Common Future [Brundtland Report 1987]

Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Report of the Secretary-General on SDG Progress 2019

The Future Is Now: The Global Sustainable Development Report 2019

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Voluntary National review 2018

https://vimeo.com/337505582
https://www.unssc.org/news-and-insights/knowledge-assets/explainer-video-understanding-dimensions-sustainable-development/#&gid=1&pid=1
https://www.unssc.org/news-and-insights/knowledge-assets/explainer-video-understanding-dimensions-sustainable-development/#&gid=1&pid=1
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-future.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld/publication
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/24978Report_of_the_SG_on_SDG_Progress_2019.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates/saudiarabia


Thank You
Any Questions? 


